
Music Department 
 
Instrumental Music Classes 
 
Symphonic Band VP 500-917-1                
Grade Level:  9-12 
Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  Students participating in band must enroll in both fall and spring semesters and will receive 
two credits. Students must receive band director approval OR be enrolled in band previously. 
Description:  Courses in Symphonic Band are designed to promote students' playing technique for brass, 
woodwind, and percussion instruments, and cover a variety of music styles. Literature for Symphonic 
Band courses is usually more advanced and incorporates orchestral literature transcribed for band. These 
courses emphasize rehearsal and performance experiences and also include experiences in creating and 
responding to music. These courses teach students the appropriate care, handling, and maintenance of 
musical instruments. Symphonic band courses are offered on multiple skill levels to accommodate 
proficiency. 
 
NOTE:  This class is co-curricular, includes after school activities and materials cost.  See band handbook 
for further explanation. 
 
String Orchestra VP 500-919  
Grade Level: 9 - 12  
Credits: 1   
Prerequisite: Students participating in string orchestra must enroll in both fall and spring semesters and 
will receive two credits. Students must receive director approval OR be enrolled in strings previously. 
 Description: Strings courses provide students an introduction to, and refine the fundamentals of, music 
and bowed-string instrument literature and techniques and may include more advanced techniques. 
These courses teach students the appropriate care, handling, and maintenance of musical instruments. 
Formal and informal performances are included as part of String instrument instructional programs as 
well as experiences in creating and responding to music. String Orchestra courses are offered on multiple 
skill levels to accommodate proficiency. 
 
Percussion Ensemble VP 500-920-1  
Grade Level: 9 - 12  
Credits: 1   
Prerequisite: Students participating in percussion ensemble must enroll in both fall and spring semesters 
and will receive two credits. Students must receive director approval OR be enrolled in percussion 
ensemble previously. 
Description: Students study and perform a variety of contemporary or popular styles, such as traditional 
jazz, jazz improvisation and rock. These courses also cultivate students' technique on instruments 
appropriate to the style(s) performed -- brass, woodwind, string, percussion instruments, and/or 
electronic. These ensembles may include both instrumental and vocal music. Coursework provides 
students with opportunities for growth through rehearsal and performance, improvisation, or creating 
and performing their own compositions and also include experiences in responding to music. These 
courses teach students the appropriate care, handling, and maintenance of musical instruments. Courses 
are offered on multiple levels to accommodate proficiency. 
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Piano/Keyboard VP 500-922 
Grade Level:  9-12 
Credit:  1   
Prerequisite: It is beneficial for students to own a Portable keyboard 
Description:  Students explore the fundamentals of music and basic keyboard techniques such as scales, 
chords, melodic lines, and harmonic structure. These courses may include more advanced keyboard 
techniques. Formal and informal performances are included as part of piano course instructional 
programs. Formal and informal performances are included as part of piano/keyboard instructional 
programs as well as experiences in creating and responding to music. These courses teach students the 
appropriate care, handling, and maintenance of musical instruments. Courses are offered on multiple 
levels to accommodate proficiency. 
 
Guitar VP 500-923 
Grade Level:  9-12 
Credit:  1   
Prerequisite: Must own guitar 
Students explore the fundamentals of music and guitar-playing techniques, such as strumming and 
chords. These courses may also include more advanced guitar-playing techniques. Coursework may also 
apply to Banjo, Bass, Dulcimer, Mandolin, Ukulele and other plucked string instruments. Formal and 
informal performances are included as part of the instructional program as well as experiences in creating 
and responding to music. These courses teach students the appropriate care, handling, and maintenance 
of musical instruments. Courses are offered on multiple levels to accommodate proficiency. 
 

Vocal Music Classes 
 
Vocal Ensemble VP 500-926-13                       
Grade Level: 9-12  
Credits: 1  
Prerequisite:  Students signing up for choir will be placed into ensembles based on their ability level.  
Students selected for Advanced Choir must enroll in both fall and spring semesters and will receive two 
credits. 
Description: Students refine vocal techniques and the ability to sing parts in small ensembles. Students 
develop vocal techniques focusing primarily on musical literature styles such as chamber, madrigal, 
traditional jazz, jazz improvisation, popular, rock, barber shop, gospel, show choir and cultural. These 
ensembles may include both instrumental and vocal music such as a small vocal ensemble with 
instrumental accompaniment. Course goals include the development of solo singing ability and 
emphasize one or several ensemble literature styles. These ensembles include experiences in creating and 
responding to music. Courses are offered on multiple levels to accommodate proficiency. 
 
NOTE:  This class is co-curricular & includes after school activities. 
 
Musical Theater VP 500-533 
Grade Level: 9-12  
Credits: 1  
Prerequisite:  None 
Description: Students experience various aspects of musical theater, including auditioning, singing, 
acting, and dancing. They review the history and evolution of musical theater, its literature and artists, 
and styles of composition and vocal presentation. Students work collaboratively on performances, 
including solo, duet, and ensemble work. These courses may also provide a discussion of career and post-
secondary placement opportunities.  
 


